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Does immigration 
from other EU 
member states / 
outside the EU 
conjure up a 
positive of 
negative feeling 
for you? Source: 
Eurobarometer, 
2014-2021



What would you 
say are the two 
most important 
issues affecting 
your country 
right now? % 
saying 
immigration. 
Source: 
Eurobarometer, 
2005-2020
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Perceived effect of immigration on the economy (source: ESS 2015)
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Perceived effect of immigration on quality of life (source: ESS 2015)

2002 2015
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Perceived effect of immigration on culture
(source: ESS 2015) 

2002 2015
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Perceived effect of immigration on government accounts 
(source: ESS 2015)
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Perceived effect of immigration on crime (source: ESS 2015) 

2002 2015



Individual level

■ Attitudes are fairly stable, though in many places actually improving. 
Overall, though, there isn’t a vast amount of temporal variation 
(besides salience)

■ HOWEVER, individuals vary between each other a lot!

■ Why?

■ A lot of work has gone into this …



Suggested theories for attitudes 
to immigration are vast!

■ At least four categories of theories that explain attitudes to immigration:

Psychological Socialisation Attitudinal Contextual



Suggested theories for attitudes 
to immigration are vast!

Psychological Socialisation Attitudinal Contextual
Personality types Parent’s views Left-right 

positioning
Neighborhood 
safety

Moral foundation Schooling Ideology Contact with 
immigrants

Values Early peer group Libertarian-
authoritarian

Lived abroad Anti-establishment 
sentiment

Local immigration 
rates

Mobility Perceptions of 
immigration levels

Urban/rural

Job sector



What to do with so many 
findings?
■ There’s no reason to necessarily believe that not all of these are right

■ Multiple causal mechanisms are related, and often indeed reliant, 
upon one another.

■ All have direct and indirect effect

■ Some are distal (big effects, hard to change)

■ Some are proximal (small effects, easier to change)







Let’s look at how values affect 
attitudes

■What are values?
– Broad motivational goals in life, guiding principles
– Many ways to measure them. All ways suggest:

■Values are stable, identifiable, drawn from 
specific set, vary a lot between individuals

■Can predict attitudes and behaviours well
■Deeply rooted in individuals
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